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REMARKS 

OVERVIEW 

Claims 1-8 are pending in this application. The present response is an earnest effort to overcome 
all rejections such that the Examiner will find all claims in proper fonn for immediate allowance. Claims 
1, 2 and 8 have been amended. 

ISSUES UNDER 35 U.S.C. § 102 

Claims 1 and 8 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
No. 2, 961, 987 to Mello. Claims 1 and 8 as amended requires perforations in a hydrofoil, the hydrofoil 
"having a leading edge, a trailing wlge, a suction side and a pressure side", with the perforations 
providing a passage for water from the suction side to the pressure side". Mello does not disclose this 
limitation but rather provides for ducts that travel from the port side at the front towards the starboard 
side at the rear, or alternatively from the starboard side at the front to the port side at the rear (column 1, 
lines 66-71, Fig. 1-3). Accordingly, Mello neither teaches the use of perforations nor the perforations 
providing a passage for water from the suction side to the pressure side of a hydrofoil. Therefore, the 
rejection to claims 1 and 8 should be withdrawn. 

Claims 2, 3 and 5 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 59,296 to Wappich. Claim 2 has been amended to include a main body that is "entirely 
covered by alternating round-hole perforations capable of evening pressurizing a suction side as well as 
augmenting surface turbulence and reducing boundary layer drag on a pressure side". Support for this 
claim may be found in the originally filed specification at page 10, lines 14-19. Wappich does not 
disclose this limitation. Therefore, the rejection to claim 2 should be withdrawn. As claims 3-7 depend 
from claim 2, these rejections should also be withdrawn. 
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ISSUES UNDER 35 U.S.C. § 103 

Claims 6 and 7 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). Claims 6 and 7 depend from 
amended claim 2 and are believed to be allowable for the reasons as stated to amended claim 2. 
Therefore, these rejections should be withdrawn as well. 

CONCLUSION 

Based upon the foregoing, Applicant respectfully submits that all pending claims are in condition 
for immediate allowance, and are patentably distinguishable over the prior art. 

This is a request under the provision of 37 CFR § LI 36(a) to extend the period for filing a 
response in the above-identified application for three months from May 25, 2004 to August 25, 2004. 
Applicant is a small entity; therefore, please charge Deposit Account number 26-0084 in the amount of 
$475.00 for three months to cover the cost of the extension. Any deficiency or overpayment should be 
charged or credited to Deposit Account 26-0084. 

Reconsideration and allowance is respectfully requested. 
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Respectfully submitted, 




VINCENT S. EGOLF, Reg. No. 5 1, 13 1 
McKEE, VOORHEES & SEASE, P.L.C. 
801 Grand Avenue, Suite 3200 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309-2721 
Phone No: (515)288-3667 
Fax No: (515)288-1338 
CUSTOMER NO: 22SS5 
Attorneys of Record 
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